Never never

land retreat

At the Reni Pani Jungle Lodge, meal timings are fixed. But you can have your own barbecue at night.

By Kunal Doley

HAT?
So ‘L8’

YOU'RE
travelling by train?

sonffed

the high-fiiers in
office, The remar
was palpable, for a
weekend vacation toa place nearly
00 kms away from the Capital,
would simply mean wasting pre-
cious man hours and energy in a
train But I brushed aside my dear
colleapues” kKind considerations,
The Iogie was simpde = [ didn't want bo
e teleported from an urban jumgle o &
wirtazally unscaled foress ecosystem, desp
im the hesrt of central Indis, on an hoor-
long Mght. The idea was to 506K in a5
rmieh &s possible from the short, destrass-
Ing itinerary, Bt o the offiee swipe-

thlnu:z: L

nchrmarhl

ot at 7 pom. to cateling the
Bhapal Express at 8 pon. to
the Anal de-boarding the
FIaNE maming at 7 am.

It was drizzling when I rea-
ehed the Bhopal rallway sta-
tiom. My st stop in the City
of Nawabs was the Jehan
HNuma Palace Hotel, a her-
age hatel on Blamba Hills.
On the hotel's invitation I
decided bo check out its nes-
est property, Rend Panl — a
baseury jungle bidge locatesd
abraal 35 ke froon Bhopal.

The thres-Tur long jour-
ney to the lodge passad gu-
ek, and whemn I opened my
=yeg after a briel sieata, we
had already nade a detour
off NH-12 on to a smaller
poad. The piicea road 00T
Eave Way Lo A marrow, gravel
path and by Lhe Lime we
reached Ehe enley gabes, we
e i Chee padebdle of & chick,
dry-deciduous forest. The
backdrop was characterised
by gorgeous nullohks and B
dmmuatic lendscape.

The canyp itsell i5 nspired
Iy clasale wildlife carmp arch-
Ikecture. “TTw materials used
e rompletely mdigenous to
Lt atrera e pronvicle patrons
an inzight inbo Lhe local
Lfesiyle, ™ sabd Fabs Rashid,
2T, CED and one of the e
brothers nunning the lodge
Ali, the younger brother, st
N0 Hme M ghamg mae B quick
brind om arrtval “Lunch and
dinmer timings are fxed here
— L.30 p.m. and 8,30 p.m
There are AC unis inscalled
In every cottage wnis, the
power will ke on only when

The area around the jJungle lodge s crowded
with little muilahs that sex up the landscape.

there I8 regular electricicy
supply. For the lighis and
Fang, there are Inverters that
Eivie 8 24T oubput.”

I weomedered whether I'd Ia-
nded in & WWII-ara hoot
camp. Buk I soon discoverad
that: this would be tan days
of pears and salifude. No ce-
liphone siEmals, no newspa-
perd, oo intercom. We also
alny o beave a lesser carbon
fatprint ere. Even when a
trea fElls, we ket it e, I i
Fallen an the way, we change
Lhe route bul sl doa't Lou-
ch the Cree "' said Faiz,

There are 1E ndependent
units in the lodgs with three
distinct atructural degigng —
fielfaf-facing units, forest
units and hill-top unita. All

mghns have large private
decks enabling guests to
anjoy the camps natural sur-
roundings. The Deat part. is
the putdoor shower area’
Hen! Pani may be a laxary
Iodge, but the faeilitbes are
=mple. There 15 & foed food
e emprising kecal dish-
a5 cooked with fresh seaso-
nmal vegetables procured fr-
im villages within a radius of
30 b around the area. The
ledpe has an incredible cen-
tral meeting place, Lthe Gol
Ghar, whi.l:f: ERCOMpESEEs
the lounge, the dining area
and the library. The ltl:-ﬂ}_ae
alsn has o magmnilcent switn-
mmg[{lnul loeated along the
mullak; a touch of hoomy m
the midst of pure snldemess.

B Reni Pani is located
nearly 900 km away
from the Capital.

B ¥You could take the
Shatabdi or the Bhopal
Express to BEhapal. The
lodge is three hours
away by road.

B The facilities are
basic, There's a floed
food menu prepared
with local produce,

B The lodgs offersno
mibile connectivity.
Keep your cell at home.

B The Satpura National
Park is Aight next door.
Happy game watching.

The Orat activity on the
apenda was a bird-watehing
LEip Lo Che nearby reserve
Foreat. The one-Ern walk kEad
g Lo an amazing variety of
avian spacies sUch ag the
Makabar Pied hornbills, €he
Crugled Serpent eagles -
rey buesards, Paradise Flye.
wibethers arsd throshes armomg
athers, We wens hatky to spot
womradile that had just me-
da the remal its new homa

Sleeping early 18 8 mEt, 80
af to make it Lo the adpoln-
ing Batpura National Park
early i Lhe rnomimg. IF o™
re of Lhe nocburnal wariety
daon® worry — the eerie sl
enee will put you to sleep
immieclzately. In the mormng,
the resident jeep took s to
the Madha enbry poink of
the park, After cf' beomt
tramster on river Denwa, we
took the park's 4X4 game
drive, & tour insice the park
You may not be ucky ens-
gh to spot & tiger or a leop-
and, but you'll certainly gat
to zee wild boars, cheetals,
black ecks and gawrs. The
patk = alao hoie bs doime of
Lhe Jeasey Mnown apeches of
Ineddlisan marmanals sech as the
fying squirrel, poreupine
and hyena, Infoomed Bend
Pani’s resident naturalist
Elger, a putbve of Groa.

Another svening at the
Iodge, and It was time o
Ieave. A5 we moved away
ko the Iodge, our cell-
phones starting buzzing
apain, It was Lime for us Lo
Lake a reality check.



